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Palatal cancer is a rare disease and the etiology is unknown. Possible 
**"£««&. protective mechanisms way be supplied by the oral florae salivary 
; ;.r; constituents., or the hereditary cytological pattern of the human' organism* 
’ ■ I* ' Despite the normal rarity of palatal cancer, a great increase in- its 
: •\. frequency has been- reported by many workers who have studied, reverse 
v . smokers (Shirokov, lepp and Wenger, Redi, and Racugno, etc* 

. In an effort to reveal pertinent facets of the tobacco cancer relationship 
. a study has been carried out by these workers cm reverse cigarette smokers 
of the Netherlands Antilles. The typical reverse smoker in this location 
has smoked six to twenty cigarettes a day for over thirty years. The 
/' - oral condition reveals a thick, tough, leathery palate, with marked 
leukoplakia and 1 scarred burned areas. Gross examinations of several 
hundred reverse cigarette smokers in the Netherlands Antilles revealed 
. _an absence of malignancy. A detailed examination of 21 of these patients 
likewise revealed normal cytological and morphological characteristics* 

No cellular dysplasia was evident as determined by cytologic and biopsy 
v "' T 6 ??^ 5 * Necropsy statistics* in the Netherlands Antilles showed the same 
1 ./ incidence of palatal 1 cancer as in the U. 5. idler© no reverse smoking has 
• been reported. 
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\ . * Section S (continued) 

,' v- Reports of our studies are enclosed for your consideration. 

‘ The data of the Netherlands Mtilies do not support the studies of other workers 
who have examined reverse cigar smokers almost exclusively. ..Che explanation . . 

. - is that only reverse cigar smoking is carcinogenic. There is also the 

possibility that ethnic differences may be the cause of the different 
1 frequencies of palatal cancer. 

• . * -v* 

• What is proposed is an initial study to compare the effects of reverse 
cigarette smoking and reverse cigar smoking. 

Much palatal carcinoma' has been reported for reverse cigar smokers in Panama 
by research workers Shiikov, et al. Preliminary correspondence with 

• ; workers in this area (Ramon) has indicated that cooperation would be obtained 

. from the different Hospitals in this region. 

It is proposed to carry out survey work in Panama to identify the effects of reverse 
cigar smoking., An effort will be made to discover patients suffering from 
7 - carcinoma. The condition of the oral cavity for both* normal and carcinogenic 

reverse cigar smokers will be studied with emphasis on the microscopic cellular 
changes of the epithelium and underlying connective tissue. The study will, 
of course, include complete examinations. The clinical picture* will be reinforced 
. *>. * with data on other aspects or oral pathology. 

' The study will be pupported by statistical investigation of hospital records in * 
the Panama region in order to confirm the validity of the clinical picture. 

results of the statistical and clinical studies should give an* 7". ’ 

initial picture of the frequency of palatal carcinoma among reverse 
;cigar smokers and the sequence of cytologic changes which lend ,.v - r'x\ 

eventually to cellular dysplasia in the paliatal region^ There is a \\“7 
possibility that causative factors nay be clearly Isolated. ‘ ^ 
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